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Ed ex cel  an d  BTEC Qu al i f i ca t ion s 

 

Edexcel and BTEC qualificat ions com e from  Pearson, the world’s leading learning 

com pany. We provide a wide range of qualificat ions including academ ic, vocat ional,  

occupat ional and specific program m es for em ployers. For further inform at ion visit  our 

qualificat ions websites at  www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk for our BTEC 

qualificat ions. 

Alternat ively, you can get  in touch with us using the details on our contact  us page at  

www.edexcel.com / contactus. 

 

 

I f you have any subject  specific quest ions about  this specificat ion that  require the help 

of a subject  specialist , you can speak direct ly to the subject  team  at  Pearson.  

Their contact  details can be found on this link:  www.edexcel.com / teachingservices. 

 

 

You can also use our online Ask the Expert  service at  www.edexcel.com / ask. You will 

need an Edexcel usernam e and password to access this service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pear son :  h e lp in g  p eop le p r og r ess, ev er y w h er e 

Our aim  is to help everyone progress in their  lives through educat ion. We believe in 

every kind of learning, for all k inds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve 

been involved in educat ion for over 150 years, and by working across 70 count r ies, in 

100 languages, we have built  an internat ional reputat ion for our com m itm ent  to high 

standards and raising achievem ent  through innovat ion in educat ion. Find out  m ore 

about  how we can help you and your students at :  www.pearson.com / uk 
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Assessm en t  cr i t er ia  

 

Maxim um  total m ark for each quest ion is 30. These m arks break down as 

follows:  

• com m unicat ion and content  – m axim um  18 m arks available 

• knowledge and applicat ion of language – m axim um  6 m arks available 

• accuracy of language – m axim um  6 m arks available. 

To t a l :  30 m arks m axim um  per quest ion. 

 

 

Com m u n icat ion  an d  con t en t  

Mar k  r an g e Descr ip t o r Mar k  r an g e Descr ip t o r  

Mar k  r an g e Descr ip t o r  

0  –  1  Lit t le or no relevant  com m unicat ion. 

2  –  4  

 

Lit t le relevant  inform at ion with m uch am biguity and m any 

om issions. 

Often incoherent .  

 

5  –  7  

Main points of the task com pleted but  there m ay be som e 

irrelevance, om issions or repet it ion. Minim al level of response with 

lit t le descript ion or opinions. Not  easy to read. 

 

8  –  1 0  

Majority of task com pleted and relevant . There m ay be som e 

irrelevance caused by a m isunderstanding of the task. There is 

som e evidence that  the student  can go beyond a m inim al response 

due to som e expansion of ideas and opinions as appropriate to the 

task. Som e at tem pts to link the piece together as a whole. 

Som et im es am biguous. 

 

1 1  –  1 4  

 

 

Responds fully to all,  or nearly all,  of the task. Task clearly 

understood. 

Evidence of both opinion and descript ion as appropriate to the 

task. The piece is clear and has som e coherence. May be rather 

pedest r ian or, alternat ively, som ewhat  over-am bit ious. 

 

1 5  –  1 8  

Task clearly understood and responds fully to the task. Abilit y to 

narrate, expand, give full descript ions and express opinions as 

appropriate to the task. Piece is clearly linked together, coherent  

and relevant . Pleasant  to read. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Kn ow led g e an d  ap p l i cat ion  o f  lan g u ag e 

Mar k  r an g e Descr ip t o r  

Mar k  r an g e Descr ip t o r  

0  –  1  Lit t le or no language worthy of credit .  

2  

 

Very lim ited language which rest r icts and im pedes 

com m unicat ion. 

Language is basic and inappropriate.  

3  

 

 

 

 

 

Lim ited vocabulary and st ructures which are just  adequate to 

task. 

Language is basic and som et im es inappropriate to task. 

Sentences are usually short , although syntact ically m ore or 

less correct . Occasional use of standard idiom . Som e errors in 

correct  form at ion and use of verbs. Pre- learned, set  phrases 

predom inate. Use of adject ival or adverbial phrases is not  

always successful. 

4  

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary and st ructures are adequate to task. Language is 

appropriate for purpose. Style is basic and correct  when using 

short  sim ple sentences and com m unicat ion is not  im peded by 

this. Som e difficulty with longer sentences where syntax is not  

always correct . I diom s are used with part ial success. 

5  

 

 

 

 

Evidence of a range of vocabulary and st ructures appropriate 

to narrat ive and descript ion, for exam ple expressing opinions, 

just ifying ideas and points of view. Som e use of com plex 

st ructures. Shows abilit y to m anipulate language to suit  

purpose, although this m ay not  always be successful. 

6  

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary and st ructures com fortably equal to the task. 

Variety of vocabulary, idiom  and st ructures appropriate for 

narrat ive and descript ion, for exam ple expressing and 

just ifying opinions, ideas and points of view to avoid 

repet it ion. Confident  use of m ore com plex st ructures. Clear 

abilit y to m anipulate language to suit  purpose. 

 

Accu r acy  o f  lan g u ag e 

 

Mar k  r an g e Descr ip t o r  

0  –  1  Lit t le or no language worthy of credit .  

 

2  

Errors occur so regular ly as to im pede com m unicat ion. I solated 

exam ples of correct  language. 

   3  Many errors but  m ain points com m unicated. Som e correct  

const ruct ions. 

4   Fair ly accurate. More than half of what  is writ ten is free from  

errors.  

5  Generally accurate with m ost  st ructures being correct .                  

6  High level of accuracy, though not  necessarily fault less. 

Orthography generally well m astered. Use of com plex language.  
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Qu est ion  

No  

Can d id at e ’s Ex p ect ed  Resp on se 

 

1 .   To com pare between the com m on t radit ional studying at  

university level and distant / online learning by giving the 

advantages and the disadvantages. 

2 .   To talk about  fam e and how that  m ight  affect  the candidate’s 

future life.   

3 .   To write a let ter to the officials to convince them  that  the task of 

br inging up children is m ainly their parents’ responsibilit y and 

hence the governm ent  should not  get  involved too m uch in it  

and leave it  to the parents. 

4 .   To write an art icle to a ( local)  newspaper to show how 

educat ing offenders is a bet ter way rather than put t ing them  in 

pr isons. 

5 .   To show that  the excessive m oney spent  on a m arr iage 

cerem ony would be bet ter spent  on the couple’s future than on 

a one-off celebratory event .   

6 .   To write a story about  the provided picture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further copies of this publicat ion are available from  

Edexcel Publicat ions, Adam sway, Mansfield, Not ts, NG18 4FN 
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